Letter to Branches
	No 172 /07
	Ref C27
	Date:  23 February  2007


To:  All Branches with Postal Members 
 

Dear Colleagues,
Royal Mail "Project Light" - Installation Of Plasma TV Communication Screens In Offices
 

Enquiries have been received from a number of Safety Reps regarding the above installation of Plasma TV Communication Screens in Offices. 

 

Some Safety Reps have suggested that installing the units in staff restaurants was in breach of the Workplace Health, Safety and Welfare Regulations which Royal Mail disputed. The HSE was consulted on the matter via HSE Head of Utilties Group Mark Dawson who advised that there is no breach of the law and installations can be made in canteens and other areas where the Work Time Learning sessions take place. 

 

After completing a generic risk assessment, Royal Mail Group Head of Safety Allan St John Holt has issued a safety instruction concerning installation and siting of the Communication Screens which is reproduced below for your information.

 

Yours Sincerely

 
Dave Joyce

National Health, Safety & Environment Officer

 

 

'Project Light' Communications Screen Positioning :

All RML sites that are only getting a single communications screen must
have it installed in the WTL area and not the operational area.

Sites that are getting more than one screen must have at least one
screen installed in the WTL area. The preferred location for a second screen is
a communal area and again not in an operational area. Operational areas
should be selected if there is no where else.

General H&S authorisation for Operational Areas.

Screens can be installed in operational areas without further H&S
investigation or approval providing:

   - There is no mechanised machinery or vehicle movements within 100 metres
     unless there is no line of sight to the screen.   

   - There is no York traffic within 100 metres unless there is no line of
     sight to the screen
   - Screens do not block or interfere in any way with fire exits
   - Screens do not block or cause any hazard to walkways
   - Screens are installed with the bottom edge at least 2 metres from the
     floor, and not more than 2.5 metres from the floor
   - Screens are not installed without correct fittings (e.g. plasterboard
     screws and plugs) and agreement from the surveying party that the
     wall    can bear the required load
   - The necessary asbestos registers have been consulted to ensure that
     the wall can be drilled safely

In all other circumstances the installation is subject to risk
assessment by the Regional Safety person before it can be carried out.

Allan Holt
Head of  Safety
Corporate Social Responsibility
Royal Mail Group
Unit 6
Ancells Court
Rye Close
Fleet
Hampshire GU51 2UY
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